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Bill #:                      SB0402             Title:   Vital statistics for stillbirth 
   
Primary Sponsor:  Perry, G Status: As Introduced   

  
__________________________________________ _________________________________________ 
Sponsor signature  Date David Ewer, Budget Director  Date  
    

Fiscal Summary   
 FY 2006 FY 2007 
 Difference Difference 
Expenditures:   
   General Fund $0 $0 
   
Revenue:   
   General Fund $0 $0 
   
Net Impact on General Fund Balance: $0 $0 

 

      Significant Local Gov. Impact       Technical Concerns 

      Included in the Executive Budget       Significant Long-Term Impacts 

      Dedicated Revenue Form Attached       Needs to be included in HB 2 

 
Fiscal Analysis 
 
ASSUMPTIONS: 
Department of Public Health and Human Services 
1. It is assumed the Fetal Death Certificate will need to be modified by changing the title to include 

Certificate of Stillbirth. Filing of the certificate when the fetus meets the criteria as defined by Fetal Death 
will still be required.  Filing of the certificate for any other natural death prior to complete expulsion or 
extraction from its mother of a product of human conception irrespective of the duration of pregnancy will 
be at the discretion of the physician or the request of the parent.  

2. It is difficult to estimate how many filings would occur in a year since currently only those fetal deaths 
meeting the requirements in the law are filed and there is no clear standard definition of a stillbirth.  For 
the purpose of this fiscal note, it is assumed that a stillbirth is any natural death prior to complete 
expulsion or extraction from its mother of a product of human conception irrespective of the duration of 
pregnancy.  To estimate the number of stillbirths that might be registered, the statistics from two states 
(Alabama and Hawaii) that register all fetal deaths regardless of weight or gestation were used. In 2003 
Alabama’s stillborn rate was 9 per 1,000 births and Hawaii had a rate of 49 per 1000 births.  An average 
of the two rates is 29 per 1000 Births (2.9 percent).  In 2003 Montana had 11,418 births, using 2.9 percent 
to estimate the number of stillbirths it is estimated that there will be approximately 332 stillbirth 
registrations per year. 

      FISCAL NOTE 



Fiscal Note Request  SB0402,  As Introduced  
 (continued) 
 

Page 2 of 2 

3. It is estimated we will need to provide 500 new certificates in FY 2006.  The new certificate will be 
developed and printed at a cost of $.15 per form for a cost of $75 in FY 2006.  Mailing the forms to the 56 
local registrars will cost $3.00 for each packet to each registrar for a cost of $168 in FY2006.     

4. Additional new certificates will need to be mailed to each of the 56 local registrars in FY 2007.  It is 
estimated the department will send 350 forms at a cost of  $.15 per form for a cost of $52.50.  Mailing the 
forms to the 56 local registrars will cost $3.00 for each packet to each registrar for a cost of $168.   

5. These costs will be absorbed within existing program expenditures.   
  
  
TECHNICAL NOTES: 
Section 1 of the bill states "the certificate must contain the information required under 50-15-221."  50-15-
221(3) is the certification that the child was born alive--which is clearly a contradiction in this case.   Section 
50-15-221 states very little about what has to be on the certificate, other than mentioning how the father's 
name is to be included (if at all).  What goes on a birth certificate is specified in rule instead, as provided by in 
50-15-103(3).  The Department will need to adopt rules to determine the information required on the Stillborn 
Certificate, and the criteria for filing. 
 
 
      


